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“He is almost certainly the only top winemaker in Rioja who´s also a 

qualified architect”.  

 
Tim Atkin MW, Decanter, October 2022 



 

 

 

Julio 2.022 

 

   
 

 

“…new-ish names that have made very good progress are (…) Arizcuren”. Luis 

Gutierrez. July  2022 

 

2019 Arizcuren • Barranco del Prado • Robert Parker                            95/100  

The 2019 Barranco del Prado, one of two single-vineyard bottlings, has a 

gorgeous nose that's an explosion of wild flowers, acid berries and wild herbs. It 

comes from an ungrafted plot at 800 meters in altitude that was planted 120 

years ago mostly with Garnacha and perhaps 2% white Calagraño and 1% 

Tinta Velasco. The wine feels fresh and very harmonious and has 15% alcohol 

and integrated acidity that makes it long and focused, with a lifted, high-

pitched finish that is most impressive. It matured in well-seasoned, neutral 

French oak barrels for 18 moths. Truly delicious. Only 966 bottles were filled in 

March 2021 

2019 Arizcuren • Finca El Foro • Robert Parker                                      94/100  

The new single-vineyard red 2019 Finca El Foro was produced with a blend of five 

varieties planted in a 0.7-hectare vineyard in the Sierra de Yerga. It's 60% Garnacha, 

30% Mazuelo (Cariñena) and 10% other grapes (Viura, Garnacha Gris, Miguel de 

Arco) from two plots planted 45 and 90 years ago, fermented destemmed and matured 

in used French oak barrels for 20 months. It's elegant, perfumed and nuanced, with 

pungent flavors and a combination of power and finesse that I like very much. It has 

a sensation of freshness reminiscent of acid berries and a long, dry and tasty finish. 

Another impressive debut. 966 bottles were filled in April 2021. 

 

2020 Arizcuren • Solograciano • Robert Parker                                     93/100  

A new varietal Graciano in the varietal range, the 2020 Solograciano is perfumed and 

fine-grained, with vibrant acidity and lively flavors. It comes from young vines 

planted in 2015 at 600 meters in altitude and picked early at 13% alcohol and 

fermented destemmed with indigenous yeasts, with a short maceration to avoid over-

extracting. It matured in a new 400-liter oak barrel for six months and a further 12 

months in a fourth-use barrel. It's aromatic and elegant, with the peppery varietal 

twist. It's medium-bodied and balanced, with clean and tasty flavors. A very 

impressive debut. Only 533 bottles were filled in February 2022 
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2019 Arizcuren • Sologarnacha • Robert Parker                                 93/100  

They are in the process of certifying their organic agriculture, and there are three reds 

in the varietal range, including the 2019 Sologarnacha, pure Garnacha from sandy 

soils in the Sierra de Yerga. It's produced in a ripe and juicy style with 15% alcohol 

and a voluptuous texture. It's aromatic and powerful, with abundant, fine tannins 

and a dry finish. 2,450 bottles were filled in December 2020. 

 

2020 Arizcuren • Monte Gatún • Robert Parker                                93/100  

I love the perfumed nose of the 2020 Monte Gatún, their only village red so far, 

produced with 70% Tempranillo, 20% Garnacha and 10% Mazuelo from the 

highest mountain in the Sierra de Yerga, a mountain that names the wine. The 

vines were planted some 30 years ago on sandy soils, and the different varieties 

fermented separately and then were blended before malolactic. It's ripe but not 

overripe, with 14% alcohol. It has floral aromas and a spicy twist, with fine 

tannins after 10 months in new barriques and concrete. There are 4,600 bottles 

of this impressive red. It was bottled in August 2021 

 

2018 Arizcuren • Solomazuelo • Robert Parker                                      92/100  

There are some notes of leather, licorice and scorched earth in the 2018 

Solomazuelo, a varietal bottling of Cariñena/Mazuelo grapes from the Monte 

Yerga in the village of Alfaro. The wine matured in 225- and 500-liter oak 

barrels and a further year in concrete to avoid filtering or fining. It's 14% 

alcohol and has some rusticity and abundant dusty tannins. 4,500 bottles were 

filled in August 2020. 
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“Off all the candidates, Garnacha is surely the best suited and most historic.All over Rioja, 

Garnacha is enjoying a small revival, thanks to bodegas like Arizcuren“ 

 

“…. the Mazuelos (Carignans) from the likes of Arizcuren and Miguel Merino are 

showing that Rioja can provide high-end comptition to Chile.” 
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2019 Arizcuren • Barranco del Prado • Tim Atkin                                   95/100  

Still on its own pre-phylloxera roots - it's now 130 years' old - this remarkable 0.34-

hectare parcel sits at 765 metres on the flank of the Sierra de la Demanda. Combining 

Garnacha with Tinto Velasco and Calagraño, it's a brilliant red from Javier Arizcuren 

with thyme, pine and lavender aromas, effortless old-vine concentration, energetic 

acidity, subtle oak and tangy plum, redcurrant, fig and black cherry flavours. Very 

exciting. 2024-33 

2019 Arizcuren • Finca el Foro • Tim Atkin                                  93/100  

Finca El Foro is a new wine from the creative Javier Arizcuren, which he produces 

from a 0.7-hectare parcel at 600 metres. Garnacha-based with support from Mazuelo, 

Viura and Grenache Gris, it's an example of what the Rioja Oriental can produce at 

its best: textured, concentrated and complete, with earthy intensity, racy acidity and 

layers of damson, plum and wild strawberry fruit. 2024-32 

2019 Arizcuren • Sologarnacha • Tim Atkin                               93/100  

"I'm getting to know my place better," says Javier Arizcuren of these two parcels 

between 550 and 600 metres in Quel, located in the wilds of the Rioja Oriental. Spicy, 

full-bodied and intense with Mediterranean herb aromas, tangy, energetic red berry 

fruit, a hint of oak sweetness and impressive focus and length. 2024-29 

2020 Arizcuren • Monte Gatún • Tim Atkin                               93/100 
Architect turned winemaker, Javier Arizcuren, produces this cuvée of Tempranillo 

with 20% Garnacha and 10% Mazuelo from his spectacular vineyards in rediscovered 

Quel. Youthful and intense, with thyme and rosemary aromas, inky fig and black 

olive intensity, plenty of grip and tannin and a long, stony finish. 2024-30 

2018 Arizcuren • Solomazuelo • Tim Atkin                               92/100  

Javier Arizcuren is a one man tourist board for Quel. This impressive Mazuelo is 

sourced from two parcels in the village, planted seven and 35 years ago. Inky, intense 

and unruly, with lots of pithy, damson skin acidity, chewy tannins and a dark, meaty 

finish. A wine that needs a slab of protein. 2024-30 

 



 

 

Fecha: February, 2021 

 

Medio: Decanter 

 

 



 

 

Fecha: January, 2022 

 

Medio: Decanter 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“Rioja is renewing itself, thanks to youthful energy and commitment. 

It all began with a group of maverick winemakers [...] along with 

other names such as Javier Arizcuren"  

 

Sarah Jane Evans, Decanter Rioja Guide 2022 



 

 

Fecha: February, 2022 

 

        Medio: JancisRobinson.com 

 

 

  

 

ZONE 7. ALTO CIDACOS Y ALTO ALHAMA. 

Fort he first time, someone stablish a clear diference between the low altitude, 

fertile soils vineyards along the river Ebro Valley of those located in the 

traditional vineyard areas of the Iberian mountain range. And Arizcuren is 

one of the top rated producers! 
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Medio: Decanter 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Few people know more about this than architect-turned-

winemaker Javier Arizcuren. As well as restoring Conde de los 

Andes and building modern wineries such as Finca de los 

Arandinos, he makes a handful of quality wines from his family 

vineyards in Rioja Oriental. Arizcuren may one day restore his 

ancestors' cellar in Quel's 18th-century bodega district but, for 

now, he works in a garage winery - the only one in the centre of 

Logroño that is open to visitors. Check the website for details."  

 

Yolanda Ortiz de Arri Izarra, Decanter, January 2022 
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OhVino, de Javier Arizcuren en Quel, ha ganado el Proyecto Sostenible en Rioja de los II 

Premios Diario de Vendimia, celebrados este miércoles en el Riojafórum de Logroño. Este 

premio, novedad en esta edición, pondera las ideas y proyectos que tengan en cuenta tanto 

el desarrollo socioeconómico y cultural del sector vinícola de la región como la 

conservación del medioambiente y el entorno. Entre ocho candidatos, el proyecto de 

Arizcuren ha resultado ganador por su apuesta por la economía circular y el crecimiento 

sostenible. Este viticultor ha puesto a pastar durante el invierno a un rebaño en la cubierta 

vegetal de sus viñedos, logrando que estos animales reciban una alimentación herbácea sin 

coste alguno para el ganadero, al mismo tiempo que se enriquece la tierra y se ahorra 

tiempo y dinero en segar esa cubierta. 

«Me gustaría pedir un deseo un poco especial: ojalá este premio no tenga que entregarse 

muchos años, que dentro de cinco o diez años ya no haga falta reconocer este trabajo, 

porque todo el sector trabaje así.” 


